Minutes of the meeting of 27th September 2006
Friends of Ecclesfield Village


Click on https://ecclesfieldgroups.co.uk/ to go to our home page
__________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Meeting

Summary

The title for the group was approved as “Friends of Ecclesfield Village”.

The mission statement was approved as “Helping create the community you want”.
Tasks were allocated with the hope of being able to start selecting the questions that would be included in the survey for the Ecclesfield Village Plan at the next meeting.

Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for two weeks time [11th October 2006]
 in Ecclesfield Library at 7:00 pm. All residents of Ecclesfield; and all contributors to the Village Plan are invited to take part.
Background

The following funding had been given / promised for preparing a Village Plan for Ecclesfield:

- £ 3000 from Yorkshire Rural Community Council

- £ 1000 from North Area Panel

- a small contribution in the near future from Ecclesfield Parish Council

- plus other funding from various bodies.

Previous village plan meetings had formed the consensus that rather than have the group dissolve as soon as the Plan was published, this be used as an opportunity to set up something more permanent. However, the wording of the group’s title and mission statement needed to express this was left open.
The initial meetings also identified certain areas outside the Parish Council’s geographical area, which nevertheless were so close to Ecclesfield Centre that they should not be ignored. Since the original funding has to be spent within the parish boundary, promise of a further £500 was obtained from the Rural District Council to pay for the survey to be extended to such areas.

As discussed at the previous meeting, the Village Plan had a presence at the recent Ecclesfield Gala and attendees were invited to place coloured stickers representing a variety of suspected problem issues onto several large-scale maps of Ecclesfield.

The last meeting also proposed that Mr. Peter Barker be the Chair for this meeting.
Proceedings

The following attendees officiated at the meeting:

Chair:

Peter Barker

Secretary:
Jim Percival

Treasurer:
John Brady

The meeting started at 7:30 pm in Ecclesfield Library.

Councillor Victoria Bowden opened the meeting with a summary of the current position of the group.

She also explained that since the last meeting, it had been thought necessary to have two members of the group sign the application form for a grant from EPC. Peter Barker and James Percival were asked to sign the document. No objections were raised to James Percival continuing to act as Secretary alongside Peter Barker as Chairperson.

Victoria Bowden then handed over to Peter Barker as Chairperson.
Peter Barker initiated a discussion of the other officers needed, and asked for volunteers.

John Brady volunteered to be treasurer and since there were no objections, he was appointed as such.
The advantages of having other officers were mentioned, but with most attendees reluctant to volunteer for official roles, these opportunities were left until another time.

Several alternative names for the group were aired. Some were formally proposed and seconded but it became clear that there were objections to most of them. Eventually…

“Friends of Ecclesfield Village”

was decided upon.
Attention then turned to the mission statement which produced many suggestions, but ended with the selection of …

“Helping create the community you want”.
The need to advertise both the group and the date of the next meeting was recognised. It was decided to get some posters laminated, seek an article in “Look Local”, and to set up a free Internet site on googlepages.com.
All attendees volunteered their addresses and contact details.

Issues Discussed but still Outstanding
The problem of how to survey all sections of the community was discussed. In particular, young people (E.g. under 18), and people who do not normally participate in community activities were mentioned. Possible solutions discussed included questionnaire distribution; the possibility of knocking on people’s doors and carrying out structured interviews; the value of personal contact; possible use of the library; and possible use of Morrisons supermarket.

The difficulties in completing a thorough survey in what remains of this year were discussed. This resulted in the suggestion that we aim to get the survey prepared before Christmas for distribution in January.

Agenda for the Next Meeting

Apologies: [To receive apologies and messages from people who could not be at this meeting.]
Minutes: [Approve or correct these minutes]. [Jim Percival suggests that any corrections are emailed to him at ecclesfield@axiomatic.biz or given to him personally, or by post at 43 St Mary’s Lane “i.e. the end of the High Street near the church”].
Introduction of Faye Green, N.A.R.P. Officer, who will explain how she will be able to support the Group.

Funding: Check that we have satisfied the requirements of the funding bodies. e.g. the requirement to show that the group has any necessary insurance, even if only through existing Council insurance policies.

Questionnaire: Make progress on the survey questionnaire.

Web site: Decide whether to move the “Friends of Ecclesfield Village” web site to a hosting service which charges an annual fee, or whether to put up with the limitations of the free hosting [and free guestbook] on:  http://ecclesfield.googlepages.com [Now moved to https://ecclesfieldgroups.co.uk/ ].
1. [The contents of the square brackets were added by the minute taker]
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