Progress leading up to the meeting of 1st November 2006
Friends of Ecclesfield Village


Click on https://ecclesfieldgroups.co.uk/plan/ to go to the Ecclesfield Village Plan page, or https://ecclesfieldgroups.co.uk to see a list of current events 
Progress

Chairman’s Notes

The form for sponsoring a Christmas Tree for the St Mary’s Church “Christmas Tree Festival”, on 8th, 9th and 10th December has been signed and sent back prior to the expiry of the deadline. The name “Village People” has been selected, in order to give the tree a humorous theme. 

The St Mary’s Church Newsletter for October says that this will costs £25, but says that the accompanying plaque could be used to publicise the time and place of our meetings, and contact details. 

Requests

Christmas decorations: If anybody wishes to lend some Christmas decorations (From 8th – 10th December) for the above, volunteer for tree decoration duty, or has ideas for a poster, please contact Mr Peter Barker on pete@priory25.freeserve.co.uk or by phoning 2463626. Tree decoration is on Thursday December 7th from 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. We might even get permission to play some “Village People” music, if anybody has a cassette player and cassette available.

Software and computing skills: Since the last meeting, Alan Hooper, who showed us the superb questionnaire that Grenoside produced, has emailed us to say … 
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Question 5

If there are children in the household under
the age of 11, please indicate which Vo :
secondary school you intend them to go to: Tick (v) every box that applies

Bradfield School

Chaucer Community School

Ecclesfield School

Notre Dame Catholic High School

Yewlands School Technology College

Other

Comments

Question 6

Please select one letter and use this throughout the questionnaire
Only household members aged 11 & over should tick these boxes

Each member of the household (aged 11 & over)
should tick (v/) ONE box only

What is the gender of everyone aged SERS
11 & over in your household?

Male

Female




“Grenoside] used professional drawing software for laying out the questionnaire (Marcomedia FreeHand, but Adobe Illustrator and CorelDRAW would be equally capable). The final Village Plan was laid out using a DTP package - Adobe InDesign (there's also Quark XPress)”.
For the benefit of anybody who has not seen it, the Grenoside Questionnaire looked like the picture on the right…

If anybody has access to any of these packages, or has the expertise needed to add tick boxes, or improve the format of the questionnaire in any way, then please tell Jim Percival at ecclesfield@googlemail.com  or give him a ring on 2 460 160. 

Publicity: If anybody can help with publicity, posters, or press notices; or has contacts with local businesses then please volunteer. These progress reports and minutes written by the secretary may be OK for communicating between us, but don’t seem to be right for people who haven’t been to our meetings.

Web page links: If anybody has a web page, or is in contact with someone who has, then it would be great if they could add a link to http://ecclesfield.googlepages.com [Now https://ecclesfieldgroups.co.uk/]

. Links are needed for Google and the other search engines to find and prioritise our site.

Secretary’s Report

Written by James Percival (referred to in this section as I)

Request for Extension: As stated in the minutes of our meeting of 11th October 2006, Faye Green agreed to find out if the deadline could be put back. She has now reported that the request for an extension was turned down by Jerry Firth, [Senior Grants Officer] for the YRCC. Two reasons were given. Firstly that the money the YRCC themselves received for this purpose was time limited. Secondly the YRCC feared that if they granted an extension, the process would "drag on". While insisting, both verbally, and by email that we had not allowed things to drag on, I thanked Faye for giving us this information in time for me to email our Chairman and Treasure, and distribute this report for all of us to consider how we want to react.

Proposal not to use the Parish Council Notice Board: Although I have delayed pinning our “notices of meeting” on the parish council notice board until a week before the meetings themselves, two notices have now been torn down, giving each notice an average exposure of about 3 days before being vandalised. I am worried that by providing easy targets, we may be increasing the incidence of more serious vandalism, and therefore thinking of restricting future notices to the library, co-op, and Morrisons supermarket. If anybody has any comments on this, or can suggest any better ideas, please let me know.

Questionnaire Entry and Analysis Problem: The questionnaire is currently in Microsoft Word. We therefore need firstly a method of entering the answers from returned questionnaires, secondly, a method of analysing that data, and thirdly a method of producing pie charts, etc. for our “village plan”. Options that occur to me are …

1. Enter the Questions into Compass from Leads University (Compass)

2. Try and enter the questions into Village Appraisal for Windows from Gloucestershire University (VA)

3. Use a general purpose package such as Microsoft Excel.

If anybody has any other ideas, objects to the possible expenditure of up to £75 on the software for options 1 or 2, or wants to help, please let me know.

Liaison with other bodies: I contacted a number of official bodies and invited them to make suggestions. My initial phone calls took too much time, and did not seem to be getting anywhere, so later contacts were restricted to organisations which could be located via www.google.co.uk and which provided an email address. These covered… 

Housing: I sent an email to enquiries@sheffieldhomes.org.uk  and received a formal acknowledgement from Megan Wordsworth of the Planning and Performance Team / Customer Services Support Team. (Megan.Wordsworth@sheffieldhomes.org.uk). We then received a very enthusiastic holding reply, followed by a suggested list of “housing type” questions from ian.baxter@sheffield.gov.uk. (Phone  273 5148) Since the suggested questions were received after the deadline for such questions given to me by our questions sub-committee, the best I could do was to give Mr Baxter a very cautious reply. However, I did thank him, and repeat those thanks here, for the interest in what we are doing shown by Mr Baxter and the “Sheffield Neighbourhoods and Community Care Directorate”. I also promised to email Mr Baxter an early analysis of any housing related answers we receive. If anybody, especially perhaps somebody on the questions sub-committee, wants to find out the reasoning behind the questions, then they are welcome to contact Mr Baxter.

Education: Contact with “Sheffield Children’s Services Authority”. A message to ring back was left for Sue Nelson “Information Officer” on 2735733. She gave me a phone number 2310024 for the Ecclesfield Service District, who in turn gave me an email address for NHS Ecclesfield Service District Manager Mr Aziz Daji aziz.daji@sheffield.gov.uk . An email inviting questions was therefore sent to this address.

Police: A message to ring back was left on the Sheffield North message line 2964854. When no early reply was received, a “scatter gun” approach was adopted, which consisted of emails to….

“Lifestyle - Community Safety Service” (children’s safety I think) lifestyle@southyorks.pnn.police.uk 

Counter Terrorism Security Advisor garry.griffiths@southyorks.pnn.police.uk 

Drug Strategy Co-ordinator steve.duce@southyorks.pnn.police.uk 
Minorities Officer for Sheffield North alan.hampshire@southyorks.pnn.police.uk 
Watch Liaison Officer glen.glaves@southyorks.pnn.police.uk 
Wildlife Liaison Officer - Deepcar - Sheffield North Jon.Barker@southyorks.pnn.police.uk 
However, a reply to the telephone message was eventually received by Sergeant Dominic Williams (Dominic.Williams@southyorks.pnn.police.uk) (telephone 296 4884). Sergeant Williams was extremely enthusiastic about what we are doing, especially when I read some of the Grenoside questions, and said that we were using these as our “starting point”. Again, anybody is welcome to take this contact up and volunteer to liaise with our local police sergeant on our behalf.

Health: An email was sent to…

Patients Advice and Liaison Services - pals.manager@sheffieldpct.nhs.uk.

Sheffield City Council: An email was sent to firstpoint@sheffield.gov.uk .

Questions sub-committee

The questions sub-committee have deliberated long and hard, and produced a list of questions in time for distribution with the minutes of the meeting of 11th October 2006. They suggest that the next stages are…

1) To add tick boxes and format the questionnaire [Hence the request for software and computing skills above]
.

2) To print off 10 or so “trial” copies of the formatted questionnaire [anyone can email things to the secretary for printing if they don’t want to do it themselves].

3) To distribute the questionnaire [Peter Barker suggested that the trial questionnaire should go to people who have not yet been to our meetings].

4) To analyse the results and make any changes that seem necessary.

[This looks like a lot of stages, so we still need more volunteers to enable them to be done quickly without overloading anybody].

� [Where the secretary has added his own comments to something other people have told him, his comments are enclosed in square brackets.


Also, if anybody does not wish to receive the printed minutes and progress reports, please let the secretary know by emailing � HYPERLINK "mailto:ecclesfield@googlemail.com"��ecclesfield@googlemail.com� , phoning 2 460 160 or dropping a note into 43 St. Marys Lane (continuation of the High St)].
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