Progress leading up to the meeting of 13th November 2006
Friends of Ecclesfield Village


Click on https://ecclesfieldgroups.co.uk/plan/ to go to the Ecclesfield Village Plan page, or https://ecclesfieldgroups.co.uk to see a list of current events
Agenda and Progress Report

Chairman’s Report

Agenda for the meeting of 13 November 2006
1) 7.00 pm to 8.00 pm – Meeting of Questionnaire Sub-Committee.

2) Secretary’s announcement

3) 8.00 pm – Apologies

4) List of Attendees

5) Approve Minutes of Meeting 1/11/06

6) Matters arising:-

(i) 
Bank Account
(ii) 
Constitution
(iii) Ecclesfield Parish Council Grant
(iv) Christmas Tree
7) Questionnaire Discussion

8) Any other business

Secretary’s Report

Written by James Percival (referred to in this section as I)

Request for Extension: I have made a second unsuccessful, and presumably final attempt to get the 31st March deadline extended.

This followed on from concerns about the deadline expressed in our meeting on 11th October, and the comments made to us by Faye Green. The deadline appeared in the terms and conditions received by Ecclesfield Parish Council from the Yorkshire Rural Community Council (YRCC). Our contact at the YRCC is Mr. Howard Kemp, and Faye Green therefore suggested I talk to him. Since Faye had already sounded out Mr Jerry Firth - Senior Grants Officer for the YRCC, in order to avoid our making the same request twice, and getting the same response, I made this request specific by specifying that we wanted an additional 3 months - I.e. to give us about 9 months to complete the process. I even backed this figure up by giving Howard an email containing a scanned image of Grenoside’s time‑scale, showing that they had planned to take 9 months. In spite of this, my request for a 3 month extension was refused.

Utility of Village Plans: I was recently asked whether I knew of anything that had appeared in any previous Village Plan that had been acted on or made a real difference. This is not the first time that this issue has come up, and there was even a comment made at one of our early meetings that the Grenoside plan had revealed that Villagers did not like speed bumps, but that the council had nevertheless increased the number of speed bumps in the Village. (Presumably Grenoside’s Q23 “Would household members like to see traffic calming measures extended to other areas of the village Yes/No/Don’t know”).

I therefore used www.google.co.uk to search for “village plan indicated” etc., and uncovered the following …

From the Honington & Sapiston, Parish Plan Update 
.

1) Transport.

Sean, at the Fox, has acquired a mini-bus, which is available to hire for village groups.

2) Road Safety.

The 30mph speed limit has been extended along the Bardwell road and work is currently being undertaken to investigate traffic problems and possible solutions in the two villages.

3) Crime Reduction.

The neighbourhood Watch Scheme has been resurrected by Marilyn Willims.

4) Adult Education and Information Technology

Thanks to a grant from St Edmundsbury Borough Council we have installed an Internet facility in the Fox available to everyone in Honington and Sapiston. Training is being made available in the New Year via 'Keystone Development Trust'. Broadband is now available to everyone in the village.

5) Local Government.

Details of the Parish Councils meetings are now included in the Newsletter. St Edmundsbury's Rural Development Manager regularly attends Parish Plan meetings to offer advice and support.

6) Rural Isolation.

A help you neighbour scheme is being investigated with the help of Suffolk Acre and we hope to formally establish this in the New Year.

7) Welcome Pack.

A leaflet is being prepared giving useful information on local facilities. It will be distributed to all households and be included in a welcome pack for new residents.

8) The Environment.

A bottle bank has been installed at the village hall.

A map of the local footpaths has been produced in conjunction with Suffolk County Council and distributed to all households.

The new blue waste bins have improved our ability to recycle useable waste.

Kingsclere
.

“A Large number of respondents to the Village Plan wanted a walking club. For details of the new club call Peter Evans on 298642”. 

“The need for more affordable housing was identified in the Village Plan survey as a major issue. We have been holding discussions with the Sentinel Housing Association, Community Action Hampshire and the Borough to identify suitable small sites which could be developed.”

“As part of the Village Plan our traders have formed an informal chamber of commerce”. 

Sutton-in-craven

“The Village Plan questionnaire resulted in two volunteers coming forward; one prepared to help improve the condition of the footpaths around the village and one wishing to assist in clearing up litter.”

Tarleton

In more argumentative style, serious concerns were expressed by a very vociferous letter writer saying…

"the village plan is nothing more than a “wish list" and I consider that the facts speak for themselves. Ie Name one of the "action plans" that has been actioned?”.

Eventually, the council said that the plan…

“clearly indicated that Community Sports was very important to the residents of Tarleton” and the bid for a sports hall “was successful in securing funding to take the total up to £1.1m”.

Questionnaire Entry and Analysis: So far, we have kept the questionnaire in Microsoft Word format. It has not been entered into either of the two purpose designed village plan software packages that we know of. Furthermore, these standard packages do seem to me to lend themselves to entering some of the types of questions that we currently have. I have therefore been experimenting with http://plan.ecclesfield.googlepages.com/jotform2 . The idea is that when we have the completed questionnaires, volunteers with Internet connections (or perhaps people prepared to use the Library computers) should be able to take a sheaf of questionnaires and simply enter the answers into the form that is displayed on that web page. I have only entered a few of the questions so far, but would be interested if people could try them. Just answer the questions and click "Submit". Then email me and tell me whether you think we could enter 1000 forms in that way. But be warned - if you enter something silly, I will be able to go to www.jotform.com, enter our secret password, and see what answers you have given.

Education: I thank the questions sub-committee for Carbon Copying (CC) me their email to Sheffield Children's Services Authority - Ecclesfield Service District Manager Mr Aziz Daji aziz.daji@sheffield.gov.uk. I am satisfied that the parties are in a position to communicate further should they so wish.

Questions Sub-Committee’s Report

A second draft questionnaire has been distributed to the three members of the questions sub-committee prior to their review on 13th November. Councillor Victoria Bowden has asked if anybody wishes to suggest any re-writing of questions or if any significant areas have been missed. Anybody wishing to comment should presumably get their comments in before 13th.

When the questionnaire is finalised, then the next stages are likely to be…

1) To add tick boxes and format the questionnaire [Hence the request for software and computing skills above]
.

2) To print off pilot copies of the formatted questionnaire.

3) To distribute the questionnaire [Peter Barker suggested that the trial questionnaire should go to people who have not yet been to our meetings].

4) To analyse the results and make any changes that seem necessary.

[This looks like a lot of stages, so we still need more volunteers to enable them to be done quickly without overloading anybody].

Contact

If anybody has any comments, corrections or additions to the above, please send them to…

James Percival (Jim)
Secretary to Friends of Ecclesfield Village

Address: 43 St. Marys Lane (continuation of the High St.),
Ecclesfield, SHEFFIELD, S35 9YE

Tel: 2 460 160
Email: ecclesfield@googlemail.com
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.honingtonfox.co.uk/parishplan.htm"��http://www.honingtonfox.co.uk/parishplan.htm� and related pages. For a marvellous example of a commercial community events site, should anyone want to take the idea up see � HYPERLINK "http://www.honingtonfox.co.uk/"��http://www.honingtonfox.co.uk/�.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.kingsclere.gov.uk/council/announcements.asp"��http://www.kingsclere.gov.uk/council/announcements.asp� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.sutton-in-craven.org.uk/spc.asp"��http://www.sutton-in-craven.org.uk/spc.asp� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.heskethbank.com/letters/tarleton-parish-council.html"��http://www.heskethbank.com/letters/tarleton-parish-council.html� and  � HYPERLINK "http://www.heskethbank.com/letters/road-safety.html"��http://www.heskethbank.com/letters/road-safety.html� 


� [Where the secretary has added his own comments to something other people have told him, his comments are enclosed in square brackets.


Also, if anybody does not wish to receive the printed minutes and progress reports, please let the secretary know by emailing � HYPERLINK "mailto:ecclesfield@googlemail.com"��ecclesfield@googlemail.com� , phoning 2 460 160 or dropping a note into 43 St. Marys Lane (continuation of the High St)].
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